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What items are proposed for change and/or 
currently under review by the USDA? 

• Vendor Selection Criteria

• Vendor Application

• Vendor Agreement

• Vendor Guide

• Full-line Grocer

• Louisiana Administrative Code

• A50 Vendors

• Cost Containment
• Vendor Price Report

• Cost Neutrality

• Peer Groups

• MARL and CPC Methodology

• Moratorium in General



What items are changing?

• VENDOR DOCUMENTS

• Vendor Guide

• Vendor Agreement

• Vendor Application

• Louisiana Administrative Code (WIC)





What items are changing?
• VENDOR DOCUMENTS – INTERIM

• Due to length of time it will take to make final publication of 
the new Louisiana Administrative Code (LAC),  LA WIC has 
proposed implementation of an interim authorization for 
Vendors.

• The New Vendor Agreement does allow LA WIC to 
change/amend the Agreement without the need to do a new 
authorization.



What items are changing?

• VENDOR DOCUMENTS – INTERIM

• May have to delay Full Line Grocery and Non A50

selection criteria.

• We should, however, be able to move forward with

Cost Containment changes where they do not conflict

with the current LAC.



What items are changing?

• VENDOR DOCUMENTS – INTERIM

• Once the new LAC is in place, we will offer

extensions in one year increments up to 2 years

using the extension method that we used in

September 2015 and March 2016.



What items are changing?
• VENDOR DOCUMENTS – INTERIM

• Although it’s unlikely, this will allow any Vendor that

doesn’t want to be extended to allow their

Agreement to terminate at the end of the initial

authorization (1 year).

• The length of the extension will be based on LDH’s

geographic regions.



What items are changing?
• V E N D O R S E L E C T I O N C R I T E R I A

• Vendors must not derive or expect to

derive more than 50% of annual food

sales revenue from WIC FI transactions.



What items are changing?
• V E N D O R S E L E C T I O N C R I T E R I A

• Vendors must be a full-line grocery as defined by LA WIC.

• Full-line Grocery Store means a store that stocks, and has on hand at

all times, at least 5 varieties of cereal with 3 or more units of each

variety; at least 3 varieties of bread or tortillas with 6 or more units

of each variety; at least 2 varieties of rice with 6 or more units of each

variety, at least 4 varieties of fresh fruits with 5 or more units of each

variety; at least 4 varieties of fresh vegetables with 5 or more units of

each variety; and at least 4 varieties of fresh meat, poultry or fish with

5 or more units of each variety.



What items are changing?
• Data/Communications requirement - Vendors must have

access to a computer with internet access; have an email

account that can be used to send messages to and receive

messages from LA WIC; be able to download/upload

electronic documents sent/received via email or

posted/requested on the Vendor Portal or any other online

application used by the WIC Program.



What items are changing?

• Vendors must be open a minimum of 48 hours

and 6 days each week.



What items are changing?

• Applying and Authorized Vendors must have

prices that are competitive with other Vendors in

their designated Peer Group.



What items are changing?

• LA WIC will use a Cost Containment system 

which limits the amount payable for each Food 

Instrument based in part on the Peer Group 

prices provided through the Vendor Portal.





What items are changing?

•Vendors will be held to a high 

Business Integrity standard.  



What items are changing?

•Vendors must be in good standing 

with no unpaid or overdue balances 

owed to LA WIC.



Current Status of Moratorium? 

What Got us Here?



Current Status of Moratorium? 

• Not ensuring proper classification of 

Vendors for the purpose of 

reimbursement, resulting in 

overpayments.



Current Status of Moratorium? 

• Calculation of Maximum Allowable 

Reimbursements was insufficient to 

achieve the WIC Program’s essential 

Vendor Cost Containment goals.



Current Status of Moratorium? 

• Ensuring that Vendors continue to

meet competitive price criteria

throughout the authorization period.



Current Status of Moratorium? 

• Ensuring that vendors are held to 

High Integrity Standards and 

sanctioned in accordance with the 

sanction schedule



Current Status of Moratorium? 

• Developing appropriate High Risk 

Vendor Criteria in order to detect 

Vendors at increased risk of committing 

violations



Current Status of Moratorium? 
• Thoughts on ending Moratorium:

• We are making progress

• Leaps and bounds beyond where we were a year ago

• Still a ways to go

• We will have to prove this Program, especially from the 

Vendor side of things is efficient and has high Integrity 

Standards



Current Status of Moratorium? 

• How can you help?

• Ensure that you are adhering to the rules of the 

program:

• Proper transaction procedures

• Timely and Accurate Completion of the Price Report

• Fully cooperate with Inspections and Requests for 

information.



Current Status of Moratorium? 

• Report any rule breaking of which you are 

aware

• Ask questions if you are not sure:

• Best way to get an answer is use 

LAWICVendor@la.gov



Ongoing thoughts?
• All eyes are upon us, LA WIC and its Authorized Vendors

• Our stance:

• We are here to ensure that the program is run efficiently and that 

our WIC Families receive high-quality customer service and access 

to healthy foods.

• However, we do not wish to cause harm to our Authorized Vendors 

and will do our best to ensure that we avoid doing so where 

possible.




